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Composer's Note 


My eleventh book of Madrigals comprises ten pieces all set to verses by 
Alfred Noyes. The title Carmina Silvicola means 'woodland songs' and 
all are on subjects related to woodlands, with the possible exception of 
the first The Inn of Apollo which makes no explicit reference to 
woodlands but which seems to fit in and belong very well with that 
concept. That first piece also exemplifies a sub-theme that occurs in my 
madrigal output, namely that of compositional experimentation. In this 
case the experiment lies in the fitting of the words to pre-existing 
instrumental music: in fact canons taken from a textbook entitled 
Canonic Studies by Bernhard Ziehn (20/1/1845 — 8/9/1912), specifically 
the edition published in 1976 by Kahn & Averill, London, edited by 
Ronald Stevenson. The Inn of Apollo actually consists of two separate 
settings of the same text, the first being the canonic experiment, the 
second being a straightforward original setting entitled Roundelay. 

Madrigals 2 and 10 each bear the sub-title Dhayana, meaning 
'meditation.' Alzuna is a mysterious text, whose character is best 
exemplified in the one-line refrain that ends both verses, viz. "This is 
the incantation and the spell." This hint of magic recurs throughout the 
cycle of pieces. The last madrigal of Book XI — The May Tree — is a 
meditation on a static vision of a tree standing on a hill, and invokes the 
Greek mythological characters Diana (the goddess of hunting) and 
Endymion (a shepherd). 

A New Madrigal (no. 3) is a lament on the passing of the old forest lore, 
and it invokes the characters of Shadow-of-a-Leaf (an elfin being, who 
features again later in this book at no. 6), and Marian, his 'clear' May. 
The poet appends a note explaining that he uses 'clear' in its ancient 
sense of 'beautiful.' 

The fourth madrigal After Rain (Triptych) is a very simple short 
allusion to the peaceful forest environment, which features also in A 
Forest Song (no. 9), whereas Rosa Mundi (no. 8) evokes a classical garden 
with cypress trees and statuary where lies buried the "Rose of the 
whole world": it is a lament. 

Wizardry (no. 7) is a clever conversational piece which contrasts the 
power of Nature and Creation with that of magicians and alchemists, 
while The Elfin Artist (no. 5) is a delightful and fanciful description of 
'an elvish' painter in 'an elfin forest' when 'Sussex was Eden-new.' 


Clive Strutt 


Contents 


1. The Inn of Apollo (4 7 11") 

PARS PRIMA: Quincunx (2 7 30") 

(Founded on two five-part instrumental double-canons, sourced from 
Canonic Studies by Bernhard Ziehn, 20/1/1845 - 8/9/1912, edition 
publ. 1976 by Kahn & Averill, London, edited by Ronald Stevenson) 

(SATBarB).1 

PARS ALTERA: Roundelay (l 7 41").11 

2. Alzuna (DHAYANA I) [1' 50"].14 

3. A New Madrigal (6' 27").18 

4 . After Rain (TRIPTYCH) [40"].25 

5. The Elfin Artist (l 7 14").27 

6. Shadow-of-a-Leaf (2 7 10").33 

7 . Wizardry (l 7 22").42 

8. Rosa Mundi (5 7 46").46 

9 . A Forest Song (l 7 05").49 

10 . The May Tree (DHAYANA II) [34 77 ].51 

Errata 

Page 5 : the top system has the end-of-line bar- 
lines omitted 

Page 49: The time signature in the bass clef 
should be 6/4j not 6/8 as shown. 













MADRIGALS: Book XI-“Carmina Silvicola” 


Bv Clive Strutt 
(Texts all bv Alfred Noyes) 


1) “The Inn of Apollo” 

PARS PRIMA: “Quincunx” 

(Founded on two five-part instrumental double-canons, sourced from Canonic 
Studies” by Bernhard Ziehn, 20/1/1845-8/9/1912, edition publ. 1976 by Kahn & 
Averill, London, edited by Ronald Stevenson) 
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Book I: For Music (1968) — Texts: Oscar Wilde. 

Book II: Wind Flowers: (1968) - Texts: Oscar Wilde 

Book III: Flowers of Gold: (1968) - Texts: Oscar Wilde. 

Book IV: Flowers of Gold Sonnets: (1968) - Texts: Oscar Wilde. 

Book V: Magdalen Walks (1968) - Texts: Oscar Wilde. 

Book VI: The Silence of Love (1984) - Texts: Oscar Wilde and Lord 
Alfred Douglas. 

Book VII: Requiescat (1984) - Texts by Oscar Wilde. 

Book VIII: Voces Intimae (1993) - Texts by Oscar Wilde and Lord 
Alfred Douglas. There are two versions of this book, one for SATB and 
one for countertenor, two tenors and baritone. 

Book IX: Rosa Mystica (2016) - Texts: Rumi, Aleister Crowley, Oscar 
Wilde, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and lines from the Bangor Antiphonary, 
(Bunting’s Ancient Music of Ireland), and from Thunder, Perfect Mind 
(Coptic Gnostic manuscript from the Nag Hammadi Library, 1945). 

Book X: The Star in the West (2016) - Texts: William Butler Yeats, 
Aleister Crowley, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Alfred Noyes and Thomas 
Gordon Hake. 

Book XI: Carmina Silvicola (2016) - Texts: Alfred Noyes. 

Book XII: Propempticon — Songs of Farewell (2016) - Texts: Richard 
Watson Dickson, George Wither, George Herbert, Christopher Marlowe, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Christina Rossetti, Algernon C. Swinburne, Samuel 
Daniel, John Fletcher, H. Austin Dobson and W. E. Henley. 



